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Review Questions: Race, Ethnicity, Gender & Class
Qn 1: Social Construction

Social constructions are construed assumptions of the reality. Social constructions regard, in most cases, some minority groups, and in most cases used to deny opportunities or take advantage of such groups. Race and gender, as social constructions, are similar in the sense that they are both concepts that constructed by humans with perceived notions that are not necessarily real. Race is about the color of the skin. However, there are no exceptional differences between humans of different skin colors. Gender, on the on the other hand, has been skewed towards notions on social behaviors like male aggressiveness as opposed to female expressiveness, rather than differences in genitalia. Gender, like race, in this case becomes a social construction when used to deny opportunities to women based on the mere notion that men are more able than women, and can therefore be better at some jobs. 
Qn 2: Gordon’s Model of Assimilation

Gordon’s stages of assimilation start with acculturation, also referred to as cultural assimilation. This stage involves a minority group adopting the dominant’s group culture. Visible aspects include eating habits, language, and the value system among others. Secondly, structural assimilation or integration occurs. In this case, the minorities adopt the social constructs of the dominants. This happens with the minorities joining the public institutions of the dominants, and slowly integrating with them and eventually forming acquaintances.  With integration and friendships improved, the third stage, marital assimilation, occurs. With substantial integration both groups start to select spouses from either sides of the divide. 
Table 2.2 shows a comparison between White Anglo Saxon Protestants (WASPS) and Italians. In terms of Gordon’s model, the Italians being the minorities slowly assimilate into the WASPS as generations advance. The first generation can be compared to acculturation, where there are few shared commonalities. With advance in generations, by the third and fourth, most aspects are shared as evidenced by increase in aspects such as college percentage, education years and the rest. 
Qn 3: Prejudice

Prejudice is mainly motivated by the vicious cycle, where the dominant group subjects the minority into an inferior status. The cycle leads to social stratification and discrimination, elements that are acquired through generations. Acceptance of the racial inferiority further compounds the problem making prejudice persist through time. Children acquire prejudice by conforming to the behaviors of their parents, which do not necessarily have to be taught. From observation and hearing, they can acquire behaviors that reinforce prejudice. 
My parents taught me to cohesively integrate with all persons. On the other hand, friends elicited mixed reactions as some were so racial and discriminative while others were not. This experience cemented the reality of prejudice in me. Depending on the group I would have been raised in, I believe the ideas I have would still be the same considering the national mix-up of all races in the country. Education espoused to me the reality of life and the need to co-exist with each other. This was and still is mostly through interrelating and noting that there are no differences between different ethnic and racial groups. 
Qn 4: American Indians, African Americans, and Australian Aborigines

The three populations, American Indians, African Americans, and Australian Aborigines, were all colonized by the Europeans. Their early modes of livelihoods were mostly subsistence farming, hunting and gathering. The groups were largely rural-based and have differing living conditions with their national counterparts; from lesser life expectancy, low rates of unemployment and cheap housing. Having been subjected to such conditions by their colonizers, the groups for example the Australian Aborigines drastically reduced in population. With their motherlands inhabited by colonizers, their living conditions were greatly affected. 
Qn 5: Latina Image
Latinas, especially women are mostly perpetrated as sex icons in the United States. The women, due to their culture and other cultural perceptions have been largely subjected to being treated as sex objects or as those fit for the domestic menials.  Irrespective of their mastery of English or full assimilation into the American lifestyle, the treatment does not differ. Men on the other hand, are perpetuated as criminals. 
Being treated as such can be quite infuriating and humiliating at the same time. Considering that there are actually no biological differences between Latinas, Native Americans and other groups, being subjected to differential treatment due to skin color and place of origin is not easy. The learned have mastered ways of dealing with the differences, considering their interaction with most people. Those not privileged to go through an education system, however, have to live with the constant perpetuation of domestics, whores and criminals. 

